
Mission Interpreters 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

Why Mission Interpreters are 
Important to Our Synod

We Have a Wonderful Story to Tell
Working together, we are making Christ known in 
ways no individual or congregation could do alone!

> We support Christ’s 
mission around the world.

> We support new 
and redeveloping 
congregations.

> We train and equip pastors 
and other leaders.

> We support education.
> We help the poor and powerless.
> We support each other as partners in ministry.
> And so much more!

We Need Interpreters!
Please prayerfully consider becoming a mission 
interpreter. Contact one of the following people for 
additional information or to volunteer:

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.

Sharing the Good News 
of ELCA Ministries

“It really makes a difference 
to see how your offering 
becomes the hands  
and feet of God at work  
in the world.”

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
God’s work. Our hands.



S H A R I N G  T H E  G O O D  N E W S  O F  E L C A  M I N I S T R I E S

Purpose of the Mission Interpreter 
Ministry

> Bring the good news of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ to light and share it with those who 
make it all possible: the people of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

> Tell the story of ELCA ministries to people  
in an effective and inspiring manner.

> Provide channels for communication among 
congregations and synods.

> Provide an opportunity to thank the people 
of the ELCA.

> Invite people to grow in their use of God’s 
resources.

Mission Statement
Mission interpreters are active Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) church 
members who care about the mission of this 
church and share the message of the ministries  
of the ELCA.

Congregations Benefit
> “Mission minded” congregations are growing in 

discipleship and spirit.
> By looking beyond the congregation, members see 

how they are personally connected to mission and 
ministry around the world.

> The mission interpreter ministry helps 
congregations by increasing the understanding of 
the work we do together beyond the congregation.

> When people understand their identity as partners 
in a wider church, many become strong advocates 
supporting the mission and ministry we share 
beyond the congregation—through the synod and 
then on through the churchwide organization.

Mission Interpreter Ministry Provides:
> Training workshops
> Resource materials
> Coaching
> Inspiration
> Networking
> Leadership  

development

Mission Interpreters Are Willing to:
> Present at least one talk per quarter. This 

presentation may be in the form of a temple 
talk, Sunday school lesson, address to church 
council, youth activity, or similar event.  
You decide which method works best for you 
and your congregation.

> Communicate with the congregation monthly  
via newsletter, bulletin board, or other means. 
You may make it as simple or elaborate as  
you choose.

> Serve at least one congregation.
> Attend one training 

workshop and, if 
possible, one annual 
gathering per year. 
These gatherings 
enable attendees 
to share ideas and 
experiences and to learn new ways to share, 
and thus celebrate, the message of hope in 
Jesus Christ.

> Commit to the mission interpreter ministry for  
at least two years.

Mission Interpreters
Sharing the Good News of ELCA Ministries


