N/W Lower Michigan Synod

Supply Pastor List



Greetings! We are pleased to provide this resource to support your congregation during times
when you need a Supply Pastor. Attached is a copy of the current Pulpit Supply List, which
includes Rostered Leaders, other clergy, Lay Worship Leaders, and seminarians who are
available to serve your congregation.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQSs)

What’s a “Conference”?

A conference is a regional community of congregations, ministries, and leaders within the
North/West Lower Michigan Synod, and represents between 10 and 40 of your closest ELCA
neighboring congregations. For your convenience, the conference where each pastor listed
resides is printed next to his/her name in parenthesis.

What’s a “Rostered Leader”?

Rostered leaders are clergy, associates in ministry, deaconesses, and diaconal ministers
who are currently on the “Roster” of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod. Each Synod has
its own roster, and typically, all clergy and associates in ministry in good standing are on the
roster of one of the 65 synods of the ELCA. Being “on the roster” means that you have been
recognized and authorized as available for call to the public ministries of the ELCA.

What’s a Synodically Authorized Minister? Synodically Authorized Ministers have
completed the Lay Ministry Training Program and the Synodically Authorized Minister
programs offered by the North/West Lower Michigan Synod. They are members of ELCA
congregations and have undergone special training to equip them to preach and lead
worship.

Who else is on the Pulpit Supply List? In addition to Rostered Leaders and Synodically
Authorized Ministers, you will also find a few additional clergy from other denominations with
whom the ELCA is in full communion partnership. These ministers are equipped to lead
worship and preside over communion.

What if we can’t find anyone?

For starters, broaden your horizons. Some individuals will be willing to travel farther than
others. Let them decide. If you are still unable to find a supply pastor, there are a couple of
other things you can do. First, there might be some other ELCA rostered folks available who
are not on the list. You might check and see if any of the ELCA congregations in your area
have more than one rostered person on staff. Perhaps the pastor who is not preaching in
their home congregation might be available on the Sunday you need supply. There are also
some rostered folks who are not available on a regular basis for pulpit supply, but might be
on occasion. These would include some retired folks, chaplains, and professors.

Yet another option would be to find someone from one of our ecumenical partners. We stand
in full altar and pulpit fellowship with the Episcopal Church, the Presbyterian Church USA, the
United Church of Christ, the Reformed Church in America, and the Moravian Church in
America. Ordained clergy in any of these church bodies can preach and preside. Check your
local phone book. If one of these church bodies has a congregation in your community, you
might call their parish office and see if they have suggestions.
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What if we want to celebrate the Eucharist?

If you regularly celebrate Holy Communion, and wish to do so for this worship service, then
you will need to find someone who can both preach and preside at the Eucharist.

If you are unable to find an ordained pastor to supply, Bishop Schleicher can authorize a
Synodically Authorized Minister to preside. Simply call the synod office and request a letter of
authorization, including the name of the person supplying and the date on which they will
preside.

Another option would be to find another ELCA clergyperson who is not on the pulpit supply
list but resides close by. These folks might include pastors (such as associate pastors,
assistant pastors, and any pastors in staff situations), chaplains, professors, and retired
pastors. Frequently, you will discover that some of these have chosen not to make
themselves available for regular pulpit supply, but are willing to do so on occasion.

A third option to consider would be with one of our ecumenical partners. We are in full
communion partnership with the Episcopal Church USA, the Presbyterian Church USA, the
United Church of Christ, the Reformed Church in America, and the Moravian Church in
America. Ordained clergy in any of these church bodies could preach and preside. There are
some candidates for ordination who have a one-year license from the Bishop to preach and
preside.

Finally, if you normally celebrate Holy Communion every Sunday and you have exhausted all
of these resources; your Congregation Council may send a letter to the Bishop requesting
that a specifically named layperson be authorized to celebrate the Eucharist on that particular
Sunday in your particular congregation.

WHEN YOUR CHURCH HAS A GUEST PREACHER AND/OR WORSHIP LEADER:

1. Send a letter of welcome to the supply person. Include details related to the person’s
duties, a map to the church, and a sample bulletin MARKED to indicate the pulpit supply
person’s involvement. Be sure to request information in advance so the bulletin can include
the supply person’s name (spelled correctly) and so you can add information that will clearly
identify your guest.

2. List any extra activities which the supply person might be expected to participate in, such
as a children’s sermon, Sunday Church School, a special meal, etc. If possible, mail the
bulletin for the service. At the very least, make certain there is one available upon his/her
arrival at the church.

Supply Pastors January 2012 Page 3



3. Call the supply person a few days before the service. Make certain the supply person has
a name and phone number of the contact person, as well as a “live” phone number for the
day of the service. Check directions to the church, and make certain the supply person has
the map that was sent with the sample bulletin.

4. A member familiar with the worship practices should be on hand to meet the supply person
on the day of the service at the time of his/her arrival. Acquaint the supply person with the
church building — coat closet, rest room, room in which to robe, etc. Point out all the physical
aspects of the sanctuary — clergy seating, acoustics, fans, etc. Be certain the supply person
knows where and when to enter and leave the service, (do you process and recess?)
microphone arrangements, cassette system, choir, and where to stand for greeting members
following the service.

5. Have the contact person or church officers available during the greeting period to assist
the supply person if needed and to identify, welcome and follow-up on visitors and guests
attending the service.

6. As you and your congregation are hosting the supply person, try to do everything possible
to make your guest feel comfortable and welcome at your church.

The North/West Lower Michigan Synod Compensation Guidelines honorarium recommended
for one worship service is $150.00, and $50.00 for each additional service. Mileage should be
paid at the IRS standard mileage rate for employee reimbursements (see www.irs.gov for the
current rate). The rate as of 01/01/11 is $0.51 per mile.

Thank you for your partnership in mission!
North/West Lower Michigan Synod
2900 North Waverly Rd

Lansing, Ml 48906
517/321-5066
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ELCA Pastors

Rev. Chris Anderson (Stony Lake)
818 Windslow Ct.
Muskegon M| 49441
(231) 780-2041
pivoxpress@comcast.net

Rev. Michael Anderson (capital)
831 Shawano
Mason, Ml 48854
(517-676-1877)
mikevicki.anderson@gmail.com

Rev. Michael Anton (Grand Rapids)
2658 Quakezik
Hastings Ml 49058
(269) 945-4384
PrEmeritus@grace-hastings.org

Rev. David Augenstein (Capital)
12001 Country River Dr.
Rives Junction Ml 49277
(517) 589-9256
dladad@msn.com

Rev. Ben Baldus (capital
4213 Oakcrest Dr.
Lansing Ml 48917
(517) 886-7899
(517) 974-0141 cell
b.baldus@comcast.net

Rev. Dean Beckwith (kalamazoo)
PO Box 321, Saddle Lake
Grand Junction MI 49056
(269) 434-6566
saddlelakedean@gmail.com

Supply Pastors

Rev. James Blair (sunrise)
4710 McKenzie Rd.
Oscoda MI 48750
(989) 739-0445

jblair2@chartermi.net
Gone Jan — Apr

Rev. Rebecca Ebb-Speese (Grand

Rapids)
5054 Breezefield Dr., SE
Kentwood MI 49512
(616) 452-5900
(616) 554-2217

rebbs@Issm.org
Grand Rapids area only.

Rev. David Gabel (traverse)
7249 E. Shore Rd.
Traverse City Ml 49686
(231) 929-2327
gbeldg@aol.com

Rev. Lewis Glick (stony Lake)
1416 Kenora
Muskegon Ml 49444
(231) 737-3303

Rev. Gary Grieger (Traverse)
6274 Whispering Lake Drive
Gaylord MI 49735
(989) 350-8411
gbgrieger@aol.com

Rev. Melinda Halom (capital)
1853 Calhill Dr.
East Lansing MI 48823
(517) 333-6597
mehalom@sbcglobal.net
(May — August)
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Rev. Robert Hannemann (kalamazoo)
7107 Provence
Portage, M| 49024
(269) 216-3498
rhannemann7647@charter.net

Rev. Gary Hansen (capital)
8612 Ember Glen Pass
Lansing Ml 48917
(517) 622-4648
garyandjune@gmail.com

Rev. Kirk Havel (Bay)
2119 Middle Haven
Gladwin Mi 48624
(989) 426-2435
khavel@ejourney.com

Rev. Donald Herdman (Kalamazoo)
110 Pheasant Run
Battle Creek, Ml 49015
(269) 969-3901
vivian@iserv.net

Rev. Wayne Hoedt (Bay)
PO Box 244
Mt. Pleasant Ml 48804
(989) 546-4855
wayne.hoedt@gmail.com

Rev. Douglas Kahl (Bay)
5957 Qwinn Ct.
Bay City Ml 48706
(989) 799-1902
(989) 799-2502
dkahl@Ilssm.org

Supply Pastors

Rev. Paul Kehnle (Grand Rapids)
283 Timberlake Dr., E
Holland MI 49424
(616) 994-6797
(616) 566-9270
pkehnle@t2com.net

Rev. Katheryn King (traverse)
822 Munson Ave.
Traverse City Ml 49686
(231) 946-6421
prkatheryn@att.net

Rev. Timothy Knauff (kalamazoo)
10675 Singer Lake Rd.
Baroda M|l 49101
(269) 422-1891
(269) 313-3242
dr.t.knauff@gmail.com

Rev. Wayne Knockel (Kalamazoo)
514 Elm St.
Kalamazoo, M| 49007
(517) 281-3450
prwayno@yahoo.com

Rev. Ken Lein (Traverse)
7221 McDermott Dr.
Kewadin Ml 49648
(231) 264-9460

Rev. Michael Mersy (Bay)
3504 Barnard Rd.
Saginaw MI 48603
(989) 714-6024
mersfamily@charter.net

Rev. Earl Merz (Grand Rapids)
3489 Stone Valley Ln., SW
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Grand Rapids Ml 49509
(616) 842-9485

Rev. Doug McCormick (sunrise)
4081 Chipmunk Trall
Lincoln Ml 48742
(989) 736-6578
dgmcc@charter.net

Rev. John Morris (Capital)
10461 Pauline Dr.
Jackson Ml 49201
(517) 536-0097
kimorris@voyager.net

Rev. Darrell Neves (capital)
1747 Mirabeau
Okemos M| 48864
(517) 349-9349
daneves@comcast.net

Rev. Ray Orth (Bay)
69 Auch St.
Sebewaing Ml 48759
(989) 883-2608
reorth@sebewaing.net

Rev. Fred Overdier (Traverse)
746 Quail Ridge Dr.
Traverse City Ml 49686
(231) 933-1178
overdier@localnet.com

Rev. Ruth Overdier (Traverse)
746 Quail Ridge Dr.
Traverse City Ml 49686
(231) 933-1178
overdier@localnet.com

Supply Pastors

Rev. Paul Parlow (Grand Rapids)
1924 Cedarbrook Dr.
Jenison M| 49428
(616) 457-2671
pparlow@sbcglobal.net

Rev. David Paul (Grand Rapids)
11834 24th Ave.
Marne M| 49435
(616) 677-5387

Rev. Thomas E. Pederson
(Kalamazoo)
3110 Tattersall Rd.
Portage MI 49024
(269) 370-1410
thomaspederson@sbcglobal.net

Rev. Paul Phelps (Bay)
2649 Union Ave., SE
Grand Rapids MI 49507
(616) 243-7490

Rev. Bernie Philabaum (Bay)
2708 Abbott Rd.
Midland Ml 48640
(989) 835-6442
bphilabaum@home.com

Rev. Stephen D. Samuelson (stony
Lake)

1265 S. Glen Rd.

Shelby MI 49455

(231) 861-4942

sksamuelson@sbcglobal.net
Available mid March through November

Rev. Williams Schafer Jr. (Gr. Rapids)
1115 Corvette Ave.
Jenison M|l 49428
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(616) 667-9759

mysterybuff@comcast.net
Not available during the winter.

Rev. Ron Schmidt (kalamazoo)
500 Dune Ridge, N
St. Joseph MI 49085

(269) 983-2590
Not available Sept - May.

Rev. Jerry Switzer (Gr. Rapids)
12390 Pinemesa Drive
Stanwood, M| 49346
(231) 972-4179

Rev. John Thorson (Grand Rapids)
81 S. State St.
Sparta Ml 49345
(616) 887-7787
thorsond4l@gmail.com

Rev. Myron VonSeggern (Grand
Rapids)

1392 Fairview Dr.

Hastings Ml 49058

(269) 945-2263

Rev. Joe Wold (Bay)
5772 Shady Lane Dr.
Caseville Ml 48725
(989) 856-4988
joecwold@comcast.net

Rev. William Woldt (traverse)
218 Clearview Dr.
Houghton Lake MI 48629
(989) 422-6522
jbwoldt@voyager.net

Supply Pastors
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Rev. Karen Yakimow (kalamazoo)
607 N. Kalamazoo Ave.
Marshall Ml 49068
(269) 274-4619

kjyakimow@hotmail.com
One hour or less from Marshall or Manistee

Rev. Lloyd Ziebarth (sunrise)
15272 Merry Lane
Ocqueoc MI 49759
(989) 734-2849
|ziebarth@Ilocalnet.com
Rev. Dennis Norlin
16718 Acorn Ridge Trall
Beulah, Ml 49617-9564
(231) 275-0478
dsnorlin@hotmail.com

Synodically Authorized Ministers

Hedy Alcock (Bay)
PO Box 229
Luzerne M|l 48636
(989) 826-6598
halcock@m33access.com

Bruce Belanger (capital)
15221 Club Course Drive
Bath MI 48808
(517) 285-8881
bhbpacker@aol.com

Charles Converse (Grand Rapids)
1328 S. Montgomery St.
Hastings Ml 49058
(269) 948-2215
ckyough@grace-hastings.org

Glenn Dunn (Traverse)
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11590 East Dr.

Fife Lake, MI 49633
(231) 879-3962
deerfolk2Z@hughes.net

Jerry Greenman (Bay)
124 Jennings Terrace
Gladwin MI 48624
(989) 426-9759
jerroxi@ejourney.com

Richard Klender (Bay)
423 W. Huron
Omer, Ml 48749
(989) 653-2762
klenders@centurytel.net

Sylvia Koski (stony Lake)
1640 Hansen St.
Muskegon M| 49445
(231) 744-0822
skoskil941@comcast.net

James Krauss (Traverse)
PO Box 50
Roscommon M|l 48653
(989) 275-4158
jimbobl21@charter.net

John McPhail (capital)
4567 Keweenaw
Okemos MI 48864
(517) 349-3023
mcphail@msu.edu

Supply Pastors

Catherine Ravitch (kalamazoo)
480 Biastock Rd.
Benton Harbor MI 49022
(269) 468-7033
topsgt@parrett.net

Lynn Schebor (Bay Area)
3841 East Old Pine Trail
Midland, M| 48642
(989) 835-7114
(989) 859-6271
lynnschebor@charter.net

Carrie Stine Wygmans (Grand Rapids)
6030 Buttonwood Ct. SE
Ada, M|l 49301
(616) 676-3742 (home)
carrielstine@comcast.net

Robert (Bob) Taylor (kalamazoo)
425 Midlakes Blvd.
Plainwell, Ml 49080
(269) 664-6447 (home)
(269) 629-0300 (x225) (work)
(616) 915-5158 (cell)
btaylor@allianthealthcare.com

Paul Werner
2929 Churchill Lane
Saginaw, MI 48603-2675
(989) 326-1184
ptwerner@charter.net

Other Denominations
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Leonard J. Brinkmoeller (ecusa)
231 N. Liberty St.
Marshall Ml 49068
(269) 789-9656
Ellbee1942@gmail.com

Dale Krueger (Lcms)
3706 Barrington Dr.
Kalamazoo Ml 49006
(269) 375-0114

Oyo Orok Nsefik (pcusa)
2409 Anchor Ct.
Holt, Ml 48842
(517) 881-4802
oonsefik@yahoo.com
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