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Friday, May 15, 2026 

12:00 PM Assembly Desk Open 

1:00-1:30 PM Display Tables Open 

1:30-3 PM Workshops 

3:00-3:15 PM Break 

3:15-4:45 PM Workshops 

4:45-5 PM Break 

5-6 PM Keynote Address - Presiding Bishop Yehiel Curry 

6-7 PM Dinner – Anniversary & Recognitions 

7 PM Evening Prayer (Preaching: Rev. Dr. Lillian Daniel, UCC) 

 

Saturday, May 16, 2026 

8-10:15 AM Assembly Desk Open 

9 AM Eucharist with Opening of the Assembly at the conclusion 

10:30 AM Session One 

10:35 AM Greeting and Land Acknowledgement 

10:40 AM Report of Credentials Committee 

10:45 AM * Adoption of Assembly Agenda and Rules of Organization & Procedure 

10:50 AM * Report of Nominations Committee 

11:00 AM * First Ballot for General Elections (if no nominations from the floor) 

11:20 AM * ELCA Churchwide Report - ELCA Presiding Bishop Yeheil Curry 

11:50 AM * Report of the Reference and Resolution Committee 

12:00 PM Greeting from Federal Chaplains 

12:05 PM Remembrance of those who have died since the last assembly 

12:15 PM Lunch / Assembly Desk Open 

1 PM Session Two 

1:05 PM Report of the Credentials Committee 

1:10 PM * If Needed - First Ballot for General Elections (if nominations from the floor) 

1:20 PM Report of Elections Committee – Results from First Ballot for General  Elections 

(move after the Break if nominations from the floor) 

1:30 PM * Report of the Synod Bishop 

1:45 PM * Report of the Synod Treasurer and Presentation of the 2027-28 Budget 

2:15 PM Break 

2:30 PM * Report of the Synod Vice-President and Presentation of the 2027 Compensation 

Guidelines 

2:50 PM Greeting - Living Water Ministries 

3 PM Unfinished Business 

3:30 PM Closing of the Assembly 
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Rules of Organization and Procedure 
for the 2026 North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly 

 
 
The Synod Council recommends adoption of the following Rules of Organization 
and Procedure for the 2026 North/West Lower Michigan Synod Assembly: 
 
 
General Elections / Voting 
 
A. All elections will conform to S9.08. in the Synod Constitution. 

 
[Synod Constitution Reference – S9.08.: “In all elections, except for the bishop, the names of 
the persons receiving the highest number of legal votes, but not elected by a majority of the 
legal votes cast on a preceding ballot, shall be entered on the next ballot to the number of 
two for each vacancy unfilled. On any ballot, when only two names appear, a majority of the 
legal votes cast shall be necessary for election.”] 

 
B. All voting shall be by voice vote, voting cards, or paper ballot. 
 
C. Voting for positions in the general election where there is a single nominee shall 

be by voice vote. 
 
 
Debate 
 
D. Debate is limited to two minutes per speaker.  When coming to the microphone 

to speak on an issue, all speakers shall bring the appropriate voting card (green 
in support of the motion; red – against the motion; white – question or point of 
order) and identify themselves by name and congregation/ministry/retired, etc. 
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FOR REFERENCE ONLY - From the N/W Lower MI Synod Constitution: 

The following Continuing Resolutions were routinely included in previous “Rules of Organization 
and Procedure” (2022 and prior). In 2023, each was incorporated into the NWLM Synod 
Constitution as Continuing Resolutions to eliminate the need for annual approval prior to each 
synod assembly. 

S7.14.A23. Synod Assemblies planned to be conducted remotely are to be limited to no more 
than 6 hours in duration with a prioritized focus on required business only.  Due to the shorter 
duration, protocols for the presentation and consideration of resolutions and churchwide 
memorials presented to the Resolutions Committee are as follows: 

1. All resolutions and churchwide memorials shall be submitted to the chair of the Resolutions 
Committee by the stated deadline set by the committee. 

2. All resolutions and churchwide memorials shall be included in the pre-Assembly packet.  No additional 
resolutions or churchwide memorials will be considered during remote Synod Assemblies. 

3. Prior to each remote Synod Assembly, remote meetings shall be scheduled during which resolutions 
and churchwide memorials, correctly submitted for consideration by the stated deadline, will be 
presented to and discussed with interested Assembly voting members. 

S7.21.A23. Based on the voting membership of the Synod Assembly per †S7.21., duly registered 
by the stated registration deadline, the Credentials Committee of the Synod Assembly shall 
determine whether the required distribution of lay voting membership is achieved for the 
duration of the Assembly in accordance with †S6.04. If at least 60 percent of the voting members 
of the Synod Assembly are not laypersons, the presiding officer of the Assembly, in consultation 
with the Synod Council Executive Committee, may remove some or all of the registered, rostered 
ministers who are retired, on leave from call, and/or those granted disability status from the 
voting membership of the Assembly. If these adjustments result in a failure to meet the quorum 
requirement of S7.14., the voting membership of the Synod Assembly present may adjourn the 
meeting to another time and place in accordance with S7.14.01. 

S7.21.B23. The Credentials Committee of the Synod Assembly shall determine the presence of a 
quorum for conducting business at appropriate times within the initial and each adjourned 
meeting (i.e., plenary) within the overall Synod Assembly which is defined as a “session” within 
Robert’s Rules. Such determination may be accomplished by a simple showing of identification 
tags or electronic check-in. 

S7.22.A23. All retired rostered ministers of this synod as well as rostered ministers on leave from 
call and those granted disability status, who are registered to attend the Synod Assembly, shall 
be voting members of the Assembly as long as the registered distribution of voting members is 
consistent with †S7.21. 

S7.23.A23. Permission is granted for the Synod Attorney to have voice but not vote at the Synod 
Assembly to support proceedings and to provide clarification as needed relative to the governing 
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documents and policies of the synod as requested by the Synod Assembly Chair, the Synod Bishop 
or Synod Vice President as per S7.23. 

S7.26.A23. Permission is granted for up to two lay persons, one a woman and the other a man, 
from Synodically Authorized Worshipping Communities to have full voice and vote in all Synod 
Assembly proceedings. 

S7.27.A23. A Minister of Word and Sacrament from a church body with which a relationship of 
full communion has been declared and established by the Churchwide Assembly of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and who is serving a congregation of this synod by 
“Invitation to Special Service” during the period of the Synod Assembly shall have the privilege 
of both voice and vote in the Synod Assembly. 
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RESOLUTION A 

Care for Creation: Responding to the Emergent Dangers of Climate Change 

WHEREAS God created heaven and earth, and everything therein, and proclaimed it good (Gen 

1:1ff); and God has entrusted humankind with the care of the earth  

(Gen 2:15); and all creation came into being and is destined for completion through 

and for Jesus Christ (Col 1:15-20) who gave himself for us (see  

Gal. 2:20; Eph. 5:1-2; Titus 2:14) and for the sake of the world (see John 3:16-17; Rom. 

8:19; Col. 1:20); and 

WHEREAS since the ELCA through its social statement Caring for Creation (1993), the 

Churchwide Assembly action reaffirming “the commitment of this church to engage 

in creation care and advocacy (2022), and the recently-adopted social message, Earth’s 

Climate Crisis (2023), has declared that climate change is real and threatens devasting 

harm to both humanity and creation; and that “action to counter degradation, 

especially within this decade, is essential to the future of our children and our 

children’s children. Time is very short;” and 

WHEREAS individual and congregational actions towards care of creation, climate justice, 

sustainability and amelioration are essential to loving our neighbor and to serving our 

Creator in gratitude, contrition and compassion, modeling the kind of care for 

creation we would like to see in the world, becoming “anticipatory communities” that 

model climate resiliency (e.g. emergency shelters, cooling spaces, and community 

gardens); and 

WHEREAS the effects of climate change are accelerating and causing greater anxiety among 

many people; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED that the North/West Lower Michigan Synod urge individual members and 

congregations to redouble local efforts (such as composting, recycling, installing solar 

arrays, and planting rain gardens with native species) to reduce harm to our common 

home; to serve and protect our neighbors, human and non-human, all of whom are 

especially impacted by the wounds that our unbridled use of fossil fuels has inflicted; 

and be it further 
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RESOLVED that the congregations of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod be encouraged to 

actively utilize the resources of Lutherans Restoring Creation, the World Council of 

Churches, Michigan Interfaith Power and Light, Solar Faithful, and other groups like 

the Sierra Club Michigan Chapter, the Michigan League of Conservation Voters, 

and/or the Michigan Climate Action Network, in order to educate, motivate and 

equip their members and communities to take effective action against current public 

policies that enable continued pollution and degradation of the Earth; and be it finally 

RESOLVED that each congregation and conference of our synod be encouraged to utilize existing 

resources and develop new resources regarding climate concerns, especially for the 

sake of our youngest people, because for our children and our grandchildren, “time is 

very short.” 

Submitted 

The Rev. Erick Johnson 

Immanuel/Jackson 

on behalf of the Creation Care Task Force, North/West Lower Michigan Synod 

 

Support 

in accordance with S7.01.A19: 

 

Faith/Okemos: 

Megan Floyd; John and Phylis Schleicher; Randy Royalty; Rich Weingartner; Ryan Thomas; 

Tammy Heilman; Anne Missavage; Cecilia Kramer; Erica Boyan; Angie Herek; Ann Mayer; 

Warren Heilman; Debra Borton McDonough; Brenda Kopf; Natalie Dingledine; Laurie Hereza; 

Zachary Hereza; Ellen Milne; Janice Mace; John McCracken; Harold Sollenberger; 

Katharine Hillberg; Jack Dingledine; Lois Neves; Jamie Spellicy. 

University/East Lansing: 

Debra Viele; Dale Ramses; Emily and Zachariah Shipman; Louise Montag; Judy and Paul Kindel; 

Joan Christensen. 

Immanuel/Jackson: 

Kate Schroeder; Erick and Delia Johnson; Tonja Kohlmeier; Nancy lseler; Linda Wilson-Glenn; 

Janice Martinsen; Elizabeth Hughes Susan Fracker; Vic Marquart; Paige Otto; Laura Trombley; 

Trish LaRock-Miller; Denise Burgan; Amy Parkinson. 
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Bethlehem/Lansing: 

John and Kris Burow; Matt and Michele Smith; Adreana and Alicia Fernandez; Dave Ware; 

Kevin Meeker; Bob and Connie Meeker; Mike Vedrody; Margret and Ralph Sergent. 

Edgewood/Fruitport: 

Ellen and Ken Schoepf; Sandra Blackwell; Jaline Johnson; Daniel Anderson; Karen Anderson. 

First/North Muskegon: 

Bill Uetricht; Paula Dussseljee; Kathryn Hall; Good Shepherd; 

Holland: Dennis and Carolyn Willaman; Jessica Rivera Walker; Eleanor Biggein; 

Eric and Melinda Mueller; Steve Kerry; and Lliam Johnson. 

Bethlehem/Traverse City: 

Paul Busekist; Betty Rutila; Carolyn Mann; Barbara Oster; James Monroe; Tome Christensen; 

Helen Kathleen lvany; and Nancy Amman. 
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APPENDIX 

RESOLUTION A 

Internet Resources 

Lutherans Restoring Creation  ............................................................... lutheransrestoringcreation.org 

World Council of Churches ................................................................................. www.oikoumeme.org  

Michigan Interfaith Power and Light ............................................................................ www.miipl.org 

Solar Faithful ................................................................................................................... solarfaithful.org 

Sierra Club.................................................................................................................www.sierraclub.org 

Michigan League of Conservation Voters  ......................................................... www.michiganlvc.org  

Michigan Climate Action Network  ............................................................. www.miclimateaction.org 

 

Book Resources 

Climate Church, Climate World: How People of Faith Must Work for Change, by Jim Antal 

(Rowman & Littlefield, 2018). A challenging and practical book, well-suited for study groups in 

churches.  

Laudato Si’ (Praise Be to You): On Care for our Common Home, by Pope Francis (Ignatius Press, 

2015). Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical calling for care of our common home, linking 

environmental stewardship with social justice and moral responsibility.  

Saving Us: A Climate Scientist’s Case for Hope and Healing in a Divided World, by Katharine 

Hayhoe (One Signal, 2021). A basic primer on our climate crisis for people of faith.  

Eco-Reformation: Grace and Hope for a Planet in Peril, edited by Lisa Dahill and James B. Martin-

Schramm (Wipf & Stock, 2016). Thoughtful essays written at the 500th anniversary of the 

Reformation.  

Here Comes the Sun: A Last Chance for the Climate and a Fresh Chance for Civilization, by Bill 

McKibben (Norton, 2026). Ideal for congregations interested in encouraging people to move to 

solar power or who plan to themselves.  

The Planet You Inherit: Letters to My Grandchildren When Uncertainty’s a Sure Thing, by Larry 

Rasmussen (Broadleaf, 2022). Love letters consciously written by elders of one geologic epoch to 

the young of another.  
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