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Growing in Faith
Ministries from Sun to Soil

Jubilee Garden, Apiary, 

Maple Tapping, Native Plants, Solar Panels
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Psalm 104:24-28
In wisdom you have made them all

We are connected.
Living Witness

Faithful Stewardship
Mutual Flourishing

We are called to tend, not destroy
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Community Engagement

Own It Model

Community Engagement

Be an Excellent Community Partner Model
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Community Engagement

Community Engagement
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Community Engagement

Jubilee Garden
Leader: Mark Clyne

9

10



5/24/2026

6

Jubilee Garden
• Current Volunteers: 12

• Person-hours per year: 250-300

• Food grown: 700-1100 lbs.

• Years of operation: 30+

• Crops currently grown: Garlic, onions, potatoes, okra, butternut 
squash, mustard greens collards, cabbages cherry tomatoes, 
green tomatoes, peppers, pole beans, cucumbers, asparagus

Jubilee Garden
• Key Technologies Used

Overhead irrigation, 
weed barrier, raised beds
electric fence, chicken wire fencing

• Church provided land for garden, 
water line for irrigation, special funding for things like 
fencing and raised beds, annual funding for soil, 
transplants, seeds, tools, etc…
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Jubilee Garden
• Produce is taken to our ministry 

partner, Mothers of Hope, 
which is located in a low-income 
neighborhood.

• Food is delivered once a week 
from the garden and given away.

• Extra food is given to a local food 
pantry, Loaves and Fishes.

Apiary
Leader: Wade Lawrence
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Apiary
• Bees are integral to creation!
• They pollinate most of our crops

and trees, giving us the food we 
eat and air we breathe.

• In Christianity, honey bees symbolize purity, industry, 
and divine order, with their beeswax traditionally 
representing Christ’s immaculate body in candle-
making.

Apiary

New
Queen 
Cell

Honey

Pollen

Worker 
Bee
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Apiary
• Honey extraction makes a sweet

fellowship event!

• Beekeeping Resources

• Michigan Beekeepers Association

• Local Beekeeping Clubs

• Generally Accepted Agricultural and Management 
Practices (GAAMP) for Honey Bees

Maple Tapping
Leader: Don Jones
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Maple Tapping

Native Plants
Leader: Karen Wilson
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Native Plants

Native Plants
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Native Plants

Native Plants
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Native Plants

Native Plants
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Native Plants

Solar Panels
Leader: Ray Isakson
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Solar Panels

Solar Panels
• Global Climate Change History

• POP’s Path to Solar

• Low-Cost Electricity 
(possibilities!)

• Bad News/Good News
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Solar Panels

Solar Panels
Global Weather History 

• Roman warm period, 0-250 CE & Medieval warm period 
950-1250 CE, initiated by increased solar activity, 
followed by stored CO2 release

• Current warm period mid-1900’s CE, initiated and 
supported by addition of billions of tons of CO2/year 
dumped into the atmosphere
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Solar Panels
Global Weather History 
• Roman and Medieval warm periods were followed by an 

ice age.
• Hundreds starved to death during the Medieval ice age
• Glacial melting changes the weight distribution on 

earth’s surface, tectonic plate move around and 
increased volcanic eruptions ensue resulting in not 
enough sunlight to grow crops, population about 
240MM, population by 2080 about 10.4 BB

Solar Panels
Will an ice age follow 
the current warm period?

• NOAA has indicated sun 
activity has diminished 
noticeably over the past 
few decades.
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Solar Panels
Will solving CO2 
global warming 
sooner reduce 
the cooling effects 
of the coming 
ice age?

Solar Panels
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Solar Panels

Solar Panels

+ 2023: Proposed larger garden shed with roof mount 
solar array (2 for 1 match)

- 2024: Larger garden shed not in budget

+ Proposal @ Sunday morning Learning Hour, 2024 & 
2025, 46 panel ground mount arrays (2 for 1 match)

- Monetary incentive for 2025 from gov. uncertain
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Solar Panels

+ Proposal @ Sunday Morning Learning Hour, 2024 92 
panel ground mount array (2 for 1 match)

+ People very interested in proposal

Church council approved doing a congregational vote.

Congregational vote was unanimous.

Solar Panels
Required donations from congregation for 92 panel ground 
mount solar array complete in less than 2 weeks.

Sept. 19, 2024, solar array electricity production started. 
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Solar Panels
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Paradigm Shift?
Solar is the simplest and least expensive technology 
available for generating electricity, no fuel chargers, 
just face the sun. Wind is a close 2nd for cost.

This situation supports a world paradigm shift allowing 
individuals to be come energy independent, even DIY 
advocates. A win for all people of the world.

Paradigm Shift?
Fossil fuel and nuclear plants require expensive fuels 
and complicated mechanics to convert heat energy to 
mechanical energy (only 30-40% efficiency).
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Bad News
Current Administration has:

- Maintained high tariffs on Chinese solar & batteries

- Killed 30% incentives for solar and wind

- Shut down 80% complete $6BB Atlantic wind farm

- Eliminated auto emissions restrictions

- Used military to seize oil tankers from Venezuela, 
kidnap Nicaolas Maduro, and attack Iranian leaders 
and oil refineries leading to Hormuz strait shut down

Good News

USA, China, India, & EU 
countries increased installation 
of solar and wind and reduced 
investments in fossil fuel 
developments.
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