RESOLUTION A

Care for Creation: Responding to the Emergent Dangers of Climate Change

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

WHEREAS

RESOLVED

RESOLVED

God created heaven and earth, and everything therein, and proclaimed it good
(Gen 1:1ff); and God has entrusted humankind with the care of the earth

(Gen 2:15); and all creation came into being and is destined for completion
through and for Jesus Christ (Col 1:15-20) who gave himself for us (see

Gal. 2:20; Eph. 5:1-2; Titus 2:14) and for the sake of the world (see John 3:16-17;
Rom. 8:19; Col. 1:20); and

since the ELCA through its social statement Caring for Creation (1993), the
Churchwide Assembly action reaffirming “the commitment of this church to
engage in creation care and advocacy (2022), and the recently-adopted social
message, Earth'’s Climate Crisis (2023), has declared that climate change is real
and threatens devasting harm to both humanity and creation; and that “action to
counter degradation, especially within this decade, is essential to the future of our
children and our children’s children. Time is very short;” and

individual and congregational actions towards care of creation, climate justice,
sustainability and amelioration are essential to loving our neighbor and to serving
our Creator in gratitude, contrition and compassion, modeling the kind of care for
creation we would like to see in the world, becoming ““anticipatory communities”
that model climate resiliency (e.g. emergency shelters, cooling spaces, and
community gardens); and

the effects of climate change are accelerating and causing greater anxiety among
many people; therefore, be it

that the North/West Lower Michigan Synod urge individual members and
congregations to redouble local efforts (such as composting, recycling, installing
solar arrays, and planting rain gardens with native species) to reduce harm to our
common home; to serve and protect our neighbors, human and non-human, all of
whom are especially impacted by the wounds that our unbridled use of fossil fuels
has inflicted; and be it further

that the congregations of the North/West Lower Michigan Synod be encouraged
to actively utilize the resources of Lutherans Restoring Creation, the World
Council of Churches, Michigan Interfaith Power and Light, Solar Faithful, and
other groups like the Sierra Club Michigan Chapter, the Michigan League of
Conservation Voters, and/or the Michigan Climate Action Network, in order to
educate, motivate and equip their members and communities to take effective
action against current public policies that enable continued pollution and
degradation of the Earth; and be it finally



RESOLVED that each congregation and conference of our synod be encouraged to utilize
existing resources and develop new resources regarding climate concerns,
especially for the sake of our youngest people, because for our children and our
grandchildren, “time is very short.”
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Internet Resources

Lutherans Restoring Creation ...............ccccceceeeeeeeeeieeeeieeeeieeennne, lutheransrestoringcreation.org
World Council Of CRUFCRES .............cccueeeeuvieiiieiiiieeeie e www.oikoumeme.org
Michigan Interfaith Power and Light ..............ccccccoovviiiiniiieiieiieeieeie e, www.miipl.org
SOLAY FATIRJUL...........ooceeeieieee et solarfaithful.org
SIEFFA CIUD ... www.sierraclub.org
Michigan League of Conservation VOters .............cccccucceueeeeceenceeaceanannn. www.michiganlvc.org
Michigan Climate Action NetwWork .............ccccoevueevceeevciieeiiiieeeeeennen www.miclimateaction.org

Book Resources
Climate Church, Climate World: How People of Faith Must Work for Change, by Jim Antal
(Rowman & Littlefield, 2018). A challenging and practical book, well-suited for study
groups in churches.

Laudato Si’ (Praise Be to You): On Care for our Common Home, by Pope Francis (Ignatius
Press, 2015). Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical calling for care of our common home, linking
environmental stewardship with social justice and moral responsibility.

Saving Us: A Climate Scientist’s Case for Hope and Healing in a Divided World, by Katharine
Hayhoe (One Signal, 2021). A basic primer on our climate crisis for people of faith.

Eco-Reformation: Grace and Hope for a Planet in Peril, edited by Lisa Dahill and James B.
Martin-Schramm (Wipf & Stock, 2016). Thoughtful essays written at the 500th anniversary
of the Reformation.

Here Comes the Sun: A Last Chance for the Climate and a Fresh Chance for Civilization, by
Bill McKibben (Norton, 2026). Ideal for congregations interested in encouraging people to
move to solar power or who plan to themselves.

The Planet You Inherit: Letters to My Grandchildren When Uncertainty’s a Sure Thing, by
Larry Rasmussen (Broadleaf, 2022). Love letters consciously written by elders of one
geologic epoch to the young of another.



